Minutes of Council Meeting held on 10 October 2011  Cont….


ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Meeting

of Ulverston Town Council held in the Town Hall,
Ulverston on 10 October 2011 at 7.15.p.m.
PRESENT :  Councillors P. Jones (Chairman), J. Airey,  R. Gill, J. Hancock,
M. Hornby, H. Irving, J. Jenkinson, B. Marr, J. Pickthall, J Prosser, A. Rigg,

T. Watson, B. Wilkinson, C. Williams.
Also Present :  The Town Clerk,  Cllr. J. Samson (SLDC), Press (1),Public (4),

Police (2).
Q.132.
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE :

Cllrs. P. Lister (meeting) N. Bishop-Rowe (personal), J. Rice (personal).
Q.133.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :

Cllrs. J. Jenkinson & B. Wilkinson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 6, with regard to planning applications as a member of the District Council Planning Committee and would not be taking part in the discussions or in voting.
Q.134.
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS :


The Mayor thanked Cllr. M. Hornby, Cllr. J. Prosser and Mrs. P. Prosser for their help with the recent fund raising towards the Mayor’s Charities.

The Mayor said that she had recently attended a Duke of Lancaster Regiment event at which 26 Mayor’s were present and many CEO’s representing Cumbria and Lancashire.
Q.135.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



a.
Mr. A. Butcher, North Lonsdale Road said that during the very heavy rains in November 2009, the Outcast fields had flooded and flooding had occurred again in September this year. In addition, approximately 100 tons of debris had accumulated in the beck down stream from Fitz Bridge. He very much hoped that lessons had been learnt from the 2009 flooding event, but urged the Town Council to contact the appropriate agencies on this matter.

b.
Paul Holmes, Gill Banks referred to developments in the area since he last spoke to the Town Council. Although anti social behaviour had improved considerably since the removal of the picnic benches, which had been placed there without permission, dog fouling and litter remained very unsatisfactory. This was despite a reassurance at a previous Town Council meeting by Rob Kitchen (SLDC) and his team that these matters would be addressed and actions taken. Although there had been a presence at the beginning, the situation had again deteriorated and Gill Banks was an embarrassment to Ulverston in its current state. Mr. Holmes believed that those people who are offending need to be dealt with either by enforcement or the police and wanted to see some positive action.


c.
Mr. Knibbs referred to a letter that had been sent to Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe by Mrs. P. Appleton, Croftlands Community Safety Group Co-ordinator. The letter reported incidents of anti-social behaviour at the park in the early hours of the morning close to resident housing, causing unnecessary disturbance. The police had been called out on many occasions. In addition, Mr. Knibbs reported that he had phoned the police because youths were causing a disturbance around the Central Drive and  Shops area. A questionnaire had been issued to residents on these matters. Although there are Bye-Laws on time limits for the use of the Croftlands Park facilities, these are often ignored and requests had been made for a CCTV camera in the area. Mrs. Appleton intended to take this matter up with Cllr. Bishop-Rowe.
Q.136.
MINUTES:


The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 19 September 2011, together with the Closed Session Minutes on 19 September 2011, were approved and adopted.

Q.137.
COUNTY COUNCILLORS/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS/POLICE :


a.
County Councillors
Nil


b.
District Councillors
Nil


c.
Police :


(i)
Sgt. R. Johnston responded initially to the remarks made during the 

 Participation session. He said that he had been in contact with John 

Barwise regarding Gill Banks and also the CPSO’s. He confirmed that 

CPSO’s had now been given the authority to issue enforcement notices.



(ii)
With regard to the situation at Croftlands, Sgt Johnson said that he had 

been sent a copy of the letter issued by Mrs. Appleton, but asked to see 

the completed questionnaire.



(iii)
Sgt  Johnston then gave a brief crime update. He reported that reduction 
in crime, including anti social behaviour continues. There had been no 
incidents reported during the Lantern Procession evening. He referred to 
the problems with unauthorised traffic proceeding down New Market 
Street on Market Day. Sgt Johnston said that together with Inspector 
Spedding, they had met with Market Inspectors on Market Day on a 
Thursday and had observed considerable unauthorised traffic. He said 
that there was need for a meeting involving the Police, Market 
Inspectors, Councillors and Traders.


(iv)
The Neighbourhood Forum would take place on 18 October at which the 
Police gave a report on Crime and Community engagement.



(v)
‘Live on line’ webchats would take place on 22 October on the Police 
website.


Cllr. Williams referred to traffic in Market Street during Market Days which he would discuss further as it was an item on the agenda. He said that there seemed to be a discrepancy on traffic closure signs and who was the enforcement authority, was it SLDC or the Police. Sgt Johnston said that this needed to be confirmed but a prohibition order was in force. However, there was still a need for Traders to be able to move their vehicles and also allow for disabled access.



Cllr. Pickthall reported that more vehicles passing through Fountain Street appeared to have removed their silencers from their exhausts. Sgt Johnson said that this was an offence and this would be followed up.

Q.138.
TOWN PLANNING :

(i)
Resolved:
That the following observations be made on planning 
applications:-


SL/11/0757
Great Head House Estates, North Lonsdale Road, Ulverston. The 

Town Council REFUSED this application on the grounds of a proposed 


development on a flood plain where properties have been flooded before and as 

recently as 2009.


(ii)
Applications Granted and Refused by the District Council noted.

Q.139.
CORRESPONDENCE :


a.
Lightburn Park & The Cemetery


Since the previous report to the Town Council by Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe, it was noted that work had now started on the Cemetery, with work at Lightburn Park to follow.


b.
GSK Update and the Biopharm proposal


A presentation had been made to the GSK Appraisal Team on 6 October on the Biopharm proposal. A further update from Jayne Kendall, Economic Development Group Manager, SLDC was expected in due course.


c.
Cumbria Fire & Rescue presentation to the District Association on 15 September 2011


This report was noted.


d.
CALC AGM – 12 November


The Town Clerk reminded members that representations were invited to this AGM on Saturday 12 November, starting at 10.30 am at the Castle Green Hotel, Kendal.

e.
Parliamentary Constituencies


It was noted that the Boundary Commission had published proposals for changing Parliamentary Constituencies and for Cumbria, these involve reducing the number of seats from 6 to 5. These initial proposals are open to public consultation until 5 December.

f.
CALC Survey



CALC had undertaken a survey of Cumbria Town and Parish Councils in relation to responsibilities and services, which made for interesting reading.


g.
Housing Matters


The South Lakeland Housing Advisory group had provided information on Second Homes/Holiday Lets (for parishes in the Lake District National Park) and the New Homes Bonus. Cllr. Jenkinson said that she wished to discuss the New Homes Bonus Scheme further and requested that this item be placed on the agenda for the next Town Council meeting.


h.
Low Furness & Ulverston Neighbourhood Forum


It was noted that this meeting will take place on Tuesday 18 October in the Main Hall of the Methodist Church Rooms in Ulverston, starting at 7.00 pm.

Q.140.
CCTV IN ULVERSTON – UPDATE :

Cllr. Pickthall referred to her paper which reported on a meeting that took place in the Coronation Hall on 29 September.


The following points were noted at the meeting :

· Chris Jones had reported that Barrow Council had guaranteed their funding for the CCTV Partnership until March 2013.

· David Phillips reported that so far, SLDC had only guaranteed funding until March 2012.

· The system has remained the same since its installation in spite of various options which the Town Council considered for its improvement in 2008.

· The present funding supports the monitoring throughout Barrow and Ulverston and the fibre optic link from Ulverston to Barrow and some maintenance. All the cameras are original.

· There was some discussion of the new system in Kendal which simply records events from the various cameras in the town. If there is an incident reported the recordings are then viewed. The cameras are also adjusted on a regular basis to vary their focus and provide evidence to the public that the system is responsive.

Cllr. Pickthall proposed that :


1.
UTC write to the CEO, SLDC to ask that the partnership be continued with 

Barrow until March 2013.


2.
For future planning purposes, ask David Phillips to prepare some figures for 
SLDC and UTC on the costs of moving the system to Ulverston and operating it 
from the Coronation Hall on a recording basis.



This was agreed on the understanding that there is no commitment by UTC and that a working group be set up in due course, to include Cllr. B. Wilkinson, who had been involved in this project at an earlier stage.



Cllr. Wilkinson said that he would endeavour to provide CCTV information on crime prevention and Cllr. Jenkinson said that she would ask David Phillips about costings.

Q.141.
MARKET DAY TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS :

Cllr. Williams referred to the previous discussion on this matter during the Public Participation session. He provided a brief laptop/camera observation of unauthorised traffic activity in New Market Street during Market Days. It was self evident that the street was not closed off properly and positive action was required. The Police had acknowledged that there was a problem and in other towns, a £60 fine is imposed. Cllr. Jenkinson agreed that matters were getting worse and that the Markets were not being managed properly. She added that SLDC had carried out a Service Review. Sgt Johnston was setting up a group to look at this, which should include UTC. The matter needs to be addressed constructively and all areas explored. Cllr. Marr proposed that Inspector Spedding include UTC in this group and that a meeting be set up as soon as possible and report back to the Council. This was seconded by Cllr. Jenkinson and agreed.
Q.142.
MINUTES OF OTHER MEETINGS :

The minutes of the following meetings were noted :

· Ulverston in Bloom – 12 September 2011
· Allotments Committee – 19 September 2011

Cllr. Pickthall referred to the UIB Minutes and the planned meeting with the CEO, 
SLDC on Friday 14 October to discuss ground maintenance issues and other UIB 
matters. Cllrs were asked to consider any areas that they would like to be included.

Q.143.
FINANCE/GRANTS :


Cllr.  Jenkinson referred to the following :


a.
Furness Youth Theatre



Request for financial support to finance the year’s production for the Youth 
Theatre. £250 had been recommended by the Committee. This was agreed.


b.
GSK Ulverston Rangers Football Club


A request for financial assistance towards the purchase of a roller to help maintain the pitches at their grounds. The Committee recommended a grant of £500. This was agreed.


c.
Ulverston Golf Club Ltd


Request for financial support to help with transport and accommodation for the Juniors representing Cumbria in the Finals in Stockton-on-Tees. A grant of £300 was recommended. This was agreed.


d.
2223 (Ulverston) Squadron ATC


A request for financial support to purchase a CCTV system for security purposes. The Committee recommended a grant of £399 to meet the full cost. This was agreed.

Q.144.
OUTSIDE BODIES :


The reports on ATC, Dickensian, St. John Ambulance & the Winter Weather Seminar were all noted.

Q.145.
FINANCES :


All income and expenditure since 5 September 2011 including Salaries and National Insurance as shown on the Agenda were noted and agreed by all Council members.

Q.146.
OTHER MATTERS :


a.
Cllr. Jenkinson referred to PCSO’s acting on behalf of SLDC as enforcement officers for dog fouling. Cllr. Marr said that PCSO’s had received the necessary training and were authorised to issue fixed penalty notices.


b.
Cllr Williams referred to the recent discussions on car parking and said that on a visit to Hamble, he had noticed that a system was in place to offer the first hour for free and believed that this should be considered for Ulverston.
Q.147.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



a.
Mr. Knibbs asked whether parking in Queen Street could not be on a time limit.


b.
Mr. Holmes referred to PCSO’s and believed that the police would have more authority in issuing fixed penalty notices.

Chairman
(The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.)
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