Minutes of Council Meeting held on 11 July 2011  Cont….


ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Meeting

of Ulverston Town Council held in the Town Hall,
Ulverston on 11 July 2011 at 7.15.p.m.
PRESENT :  Councillors P. Jones (Chairman), N. Bishop-Rowe, R. Gill, J.Hancock, 
C. Hodgson. M. Hornby,  H. Irving, J. Jenkinson, P. Lister, B. Marr, J. Pickthall,
J. Prosser, J. Rice, A. Rigg, T. Watson, B. Wilkinson.

Also Present :  The Town Clerk,  Cllr. J. Samson (SLDC), Press (1), Police (2),

Public (12).
Q.57.
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE :

Cllrs. J. Airey (meeting), C. Williams (personal).
Q.58.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :

Cllrs. J. Jenkinson and B. Wilkinson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 7, with regard to planning applications as a member of the District Council Planning Committee and would not be taking part in the discussions or in voting.

Cllr. H. Jenkinson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application SL/11/0437.

Cllr. M. Hornby declared a personal and prejudicial  interest in planning application SL/11/0457.
Q.59.
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS :


The Mayor provided an update on events and functions that she had attended during a busy period.

Q.60.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Mr. C. Pickthall, 25 Fountain Street drew attention to the proposal for a supermarket on the old Robinson’s Brewery site in Ulverston. He raised very strong concerns regarding the impact on the immediate neighbourhood and on the Town Centre with regard to trading in the retail sector. He said that over 300 questionnaires had been distributed and a very large number of objections to the proposal had been received. The site is part of a Conservation area and Mr. Pickthall said that he was concerned about the impact of traffic early in the morning and late at night. Parking problems were envisaged as there had been no provision for staff parking. There were also concerns about the impact on local households and on house values. He added that there was also another possible proposal from Sainsbury’s for an out of town supermarket site. Mr. Pickthall considered that there should be objections to both proposals and that there was no realistic need for either development. He urged the Town Council to consult residents and the traders, to study the proposed plans in detail and the retail assessment and hoped that the Council will discuss this matter in the near future.


Deborah Robinson, Laurel Cottage said that she had seen the plans in the Coronation Hall and was concerned about a number of issues, including disturbance 7 days a week and the impact of the entrance gates. She urged the Town Council to look at these plans.


Mr. D. Gillam of Gillam’s said that the plans would ruin the town and another supermarket was not needed.

Q.61.
MINUTES:


The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 20 June 2011 were approved and adopted.
Q.62.
COUNTY COUNCILLORS/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS/POLICE :

a.
District Councillors



Cllr. J. Samson reported that he had walked around his ward with David Sykes from SLDC and had looked at the condition of Buxton Car Park. This included the possible screening of bins and a report will follow.



Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe said that SLDC had reported that repairs to the paths in Lightburn Park were due to be carried out between 15-26 August. With regards to the Ulverston Cemetery, the issues with the grass and the state of the footpath had been dealt with.

b.
Police



Sgt. R. Johnson provided an update on crime statistics. Overall, crime in Ulverston was down by 23 percent and there had been a 7 percent increase in the detection rate. However, vehicle crime had gone up. Local policing priorities included speeding in specific areas and a focus on Croftlands. Sgt. Johnson added that live web chats had been introduced on the police network and there will be others, more local to Ulverston. Councillors were welcome to take part. With regard to “Safer, Stronger, Communities” meetings, this will change as there has been insufficient attendance at the library meetings. In future, any comments from UTC meetings can be taken to Neighbourhood Forum meetings for a vote. There will be a system of prioritising with surgeries in the Coro and other venues.

Q.63.
TOWN PLANNING :

(i)
Resolved:
That the following observations be made on planning 
applications:-


SL/11/0457
54 The Gill, Ulverston. Cllr. Hornby left the Chamber for this item. 

After various discussions, Cllr. Rice proposed that a decision be deferred, 

pending the receipt of more information on this application. This was seconded 

by Cllr. Bishop-Rowe and agreed.



SL/11/0461
37 Princes Street, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this 

application.



SL/11/0445
10 Hoad Terrace, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this 

application.



SL/11/0492
89 Urswick Road, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this 

application.



SL/11/0437
Orcina Ltd, Daltongate Business Centre, Ulverston. Cllr. J. 


Jenkinson left the Chamber for this item. The Town 
Council APPROVED 


this application.



SL/11/0523
20 Boarbank Road, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED 

this application, subject to the views of neighbours being taken into 


consideration.


(ii)
Applications Granted and Refused by the District Council noted.

Q.64.
CORRESPONDENCE :


a.
Cumbria Highways, resurfacing works in Ulverston


Involving Theatre Street, Meeting House Lane, Church Walk, Queen Street and Urswick Road. The Traffic Order will come into operation on 18 July 2011. Cumbria Highways will ensure that local residents and the general public are informed of which roads are to be closed and when, nearer the time. Suitable diversion routes will be indicated on site by the display of relevant traffic signs as and when the temporary closures are in force.

b.
Parking Services Consultation


SLDC is reviewing its car parking strategy and is seeking views. The Parking Services Consultation starts on 6 July and runs until 28 September. The Questionnaire can be completed on line by going to the SLDC web site.


Cllr. P. Lister proposed that this matter be added as an agenda item for the next Town Council meeting and this was agreed.


c.
Street Lighting Maintenance in Ulverston


Cumbria Highways have reported that at the current level of revenue funding available for street lighting, their ability to undertake any preventative maintenance, such as column painting is severely limited. However, the street lighting technician, Owen Croskell will investigate specific issues raised.
Q.65.
BUXTON PLACE CAR PARK :

Cllr. J. Pickthall said that Buxton Car Park was in a very poor condition and needed urgent attention. Reassurance from SLDC was needed that work would be carried out. Cllr. Pickthall added that car parks needed to be looked at in general as part of the overall consultation. Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe said that two highways enter through Buxton Place Car Park. It was agreed that a letter should be written to SLDC and CCC on this matter.

Q.66.
MINUTES OF OTHER MEETINGS:
· Allotments Meeting – 20 June 2011
· Marketing Meeting – 29 June 2010

The Minutes of these meetings were noted.

Q.67.
REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES :

The reports on St. John Ambulance, ATC and the Dickensian Committee were noted.

Q.68.
FINANCES :


All income and expenditure since 6 June 2011 including Salaries and National Insurance as shown on the Agenda were noted and agreed by all Council members.
Q.69.
OTHER MATTERS :


a.
Cllr. Jenkinson reported that New Church Lane Car Park had last been swept two months ago. She said that she would follow this up, but had been told that Street Cleaning procedures were going to change.

b.
Cllr. Irving reported that the visit to Albert to commemorate the 95th Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme and 35 years of Twinning had been very busy and very emotional. It had been an excellent visit and the Albert hosts had looked after their Ulverston guests extremely well.

c.
Cllr. Pickthall asked whether the Town Council should have a presentation from the Federation of Small Businesses on the impact of introducing large retail outlets. After various discussions regarding the proposal for a large retail facility/supermarket at the old Robinson’s Brewery site in Ulverston, Cllr. Hodgson proposed that UTC call a public meeting to discuss the matter. This was agreed.

Q.70.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Deborah Robinson referred to the proposal for a supermarket at the previous Robinson’s Brewery site and said that the noise from the supermarket would contravene human rights aspects of planning regulations and added that only one resident had been officially consulted since consultation began on 6 July. Consultation finishes on 27 July and Ms Robinson considered that the timescale was totally unsatisfactory. She said that she had contacted Kate Lawson at SLDC Planning, who had not yet seen the plans.


Kerry Hutton, 76 Market Street supported the Town Council in holding a public meeting to discuss the retail proposal.


John Clough, 23 Soutergate referred to a proposal for the installation of a Bio plant. 3 sites were being considered and Mr. Clough considered that there should be a lobby for this investment to be in Ulverston. Cllr. Lister asked the Mayor to invite the CEO to Ulverston for a civic reception. Cllr. Rice said that he had attended a recent GSK meeting and was aware of this Bio plant proposal.

Chairman
(The meeting closed at 8.28 p.m.)
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