Minutes of Council Meeting held on 21 November 2011  Cont….


ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Meeting

of Ulverston Town Council held in the Town Hall,
Ulverston on 21 November 2011 at 7.15.p.m.
PRESENT :  Councillors P. Jones (Chairman),  N. Bishop-Rowe, R. Gill, J. Hancock, M. Hornby, H. Irving, J. Jenkinson, A. Jones, P. Lister, B. Marr, J. Pickthall, J Prosser, J. Rice, B. Wilkinson, C. Williams.
Also Present :  The Town Clerk, Press (1), Public (2).
Q.187.
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE :

Cllrs. J. Airey (meeting, A. Rigg (personal), T. Watson (personal).
Q.188.
NEW COUNCILLOR :


Cllr. J. Jenkinson welcomed Cllr. A. Jones to the meeting as a newly co-opted Councillor.

Q.189.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :

Cllrs. J. Jenkinson & B. Wilkinson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 6, with regard to planning applications as a member of the District Council Planning Committee and would not be taking part in the discussions or in voting.

Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 13 ‘Unfair trading practices’.

Q.190.
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS : 

The Mayor said she had attended a recent Coffee morning which had raised £300 towards the Mayor’s Charities. She had also attended the town Library today for the 50th birthday celebrations of its opening.
Q.191.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Mrs. Appleton said that she would support all Councillors in opposing the recent proposals by SLDC relating to parking charges in South Lakeland.
Q.192.
MINUTES:


The Minutes of the Town Council Meetings, included the Closed Session Minutes, dated 7 November 2011 were approved and adopted.
Q.193.
TOWN PLANNING :

(i)
Resolved:
That the following observations be made on planning 
applications:-


SL/11/0728
9 King Street, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this application.

SL/11/0840
Change of use to form Station Café. The Town Council APPROVED this application.

SL/11/0883
31 The Drive, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this application.


(ii)
Applications Granted and Refused by the District Council noted.

Q.194.
CORRESPONDENCE :


a.
Parking Charges in South Lakeland


Various papers relating to this matter had been provided for members.  SLDC had recently sent out a Press Release, following a decision by Cabinet. The Town Clerk reported that he had received an email from Cllr. J. Airey, who was unable to attend the Town Council Meeting, but asked that his email be read out to members, as follows : “I am amazed at the press release sent out by SLDC, it is totally untrue!  Daytime charges have been increased because the charging period has been extended from 6pm until 10pm (full day time prices). There is then the overnight charge of £1, which will no doubt be increased year on year. These increases are an outrageous attack on residents and visitors alike, the charges will have a massive impact on the night time economy of Ulverston. The parking consultation is the biggest con trick that SLDC have managed to pull off to date. I hope the Town Council will do is upmost to fight this attack on our Town and its economy”.


Cllr. Jenkinson said that the Conservatives had called this item in, to go to the SLDC Scrutiny Committee. Cllr. Jenkinson agreed with Cllr. Airey’s comments and suggested that a letter be sent to the Scrutiny Committee. Cllr. Lister said that it was an appalling decision by SLDC and proposed that he and Cllr. Rice should meet with the Scrutiny Committee and in fact, insist that this meeting takes place in order to give evidence and also open a dialogue with the CEO, portfolio holder and other appropriate officers, following on from the submission paper from UTC on 14 November. This was seconded by Cllr. Jenkinson and agreed

b.
Establishing New Internal Drainage Boards in South Cumbria


The papers on this issue were noted. It was agreed to keep a watching brief, although there might be implications for Council Tax payers if the proposal for this new arrangement was implemented.

c.
Parish Broadband Champions


Information had been received from CALC and the progress on the “Connecting Cumbria” broadband project was gathering pace. CALC requested that each parish appoint a broadband Champion to represent Community Views and to work with the Community and the County Council on the project as it develops. Cllr. Hancock suggested that Paul Jarvis (Ulverston Business Alliance) be approached to take this on. This was agreed and the Town Clerk would contact him about this.

d.
Localism Bill Update


Various papers had been provided on this matter. The Communities & Local Government had produced a Plain English Guide to the Act, although it was agreed that the NALC version provided the clearest description so far of the different parts of the Act and how they are likely to work in practice. It was recognised that much more clarity was needed and further guidance was expected from NALC and CALC in due course.

e.
“Plan Ulverston” – Community Led Planning


The Town Clerk drew attention to the link which was now available on the Town Council website, in which the Questionnaire related to “Plan Ulverston” could be downloaded. It was noted that additional hard copies of the Questionnaire needed to be provided at the Town hall reception.

f.
CALC Conference – Disposal of Radioactive Waste in West Cumbria


The Town Clerk drew attention to this conference, which would take place on 7 January 2012 at the Hunday Manor Hotel, Winscales. CALC is organising a half day conference to explain the background to the Partnership’s report, providing an opportunity to discuss the issues it raises and encourage councils to think about how they should respond to the consultation on behalf of their communities.

g.
SLDC One Minute Read No. 4 – Communications


This was noted.


h.
SLDC Consultations


The Consultation on priority activities that will be delivered through a whole council approach by services and the Single Equality Scheme 2011-2014, was noted.


i.
County Council letter to MP’s regarding Fire Control


The letter from the Leader of CCC, setting out the background to the County Council’s decision to relocate the County Fire & Rescue Service Control to Cheshire was noted.


j.
CALC South Lakeland District Association Meeting


The next meeting will be held on 24 November 2011 at 7pm at Kendal Town hall. Members were provided with the Agenda, the Minutes from the September AGM and the report from Councillors that represent the Association on other bodies.
Q.195.
BUDGET ESTIMATES 2012/13 & “RING FENCED” ITEMS :

Cllr. Jenkinson went through the budget by cost centre item, copies of which had been provided for members. The following alterations were noted and agreed : Salaries budget to be increased by £300, from £50,160 to £50,460. Festival organiser budget to be decreased by £300, from £2,300 to £2,000. Cllr. Lister proposed that the General Grants budget, which had been at the same level for some time, be increased by £2,000, from £10,000 to £12,000. 

Cllr. Jenkinson said that she was not in favour of increasing the precept beyond the projected level in the paper and proposed that the Community Development Fund be decreased by £2,000 from £10,000 to £8,000. This was seconded by Cllr. Lister and agreed. Cllr. Jenkinson then proposed that taking into account the alterations, that the budget be adopted. This was seconded by Cllr. Hornby and agreed.

Cllr. Jenkinson then referred to the ‘Ring Fenced’ items, taking into account unallocated Reserves of approximately £50,000. Cllr. Jenkinson proposed the following ‘Ring Fenced’ items :


Monument


Internal/external painting/maintenance



£15,000


Sir John Barrow Cottage

Towards restoration






£20,000


The Gill Banks

Maintenance – ground work/trees




£  5,000


This was seconded by Cllr. Hornby and agreed.
Q.196.
AUDIT REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2011 :

The Town Clerk referred to the Issues Arising Report by BDO Stoy Hayward, External Auditors dated 25 October 2011, the proposed response to the report by the Town Clerk dated 7 November 2011 and the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2011. The Town Clerk emphasised that notwithstanding the Issues Arising Report, BDO had stated in the Annual Return that the information was in accordance with proper practices and no matters had come to their attention giving cause for concern and that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had been met. With regards to the Arising Report, the following was noted :

Restatement of Fixed Assets and Change in Asset Values

The change in rules had been taken into account and will be applied in future, now that Fixed Asset Values had been adjusted as appropriate.


Comparatives Restated

Income and Expenditure for the Monument project had now been included in the Annual Return and this will also apply to the Audit period ending 31 March 2012.


Section 1 does not add up by £2

This is noted and rounding errors will in future be eliminated.


Trustee Information to the Charity Commissioners


As already stated in a letter to BDO dated 25 June 2010, the Charity Commission had required the names of all the Trustees for money laundering purposes, even though for the Dickinson Memorial Fund, the Town Council is the sole Trustee of the Charity. A further letter has been written to the Charity Commission requesting further confirmation.


Fidelity Guarantee

This is noted. The present Fidelity Guarantee is £145,000 which covers the Precept, but not including the Bank Balance when taking the Reserves into account. It was agreed that the Fidelity Guarantee be increased to £230,000.


Cllr. J. Jenkinson then proposed that the Audit Report for the year ended 31 March 2011 and the Actions Arising be approved. This was seconded by Cllr. P. Lister and agreed unanimously by the Council.

Q.197.
REPRESENTATIVE ON COMMITTEES & OUTSIDE BODIES :


Cllr. J. Jenkinson proposed that the following Councillors be nominated to specified Committees & Outside Bodies :

Allotments

 
-
Cllr. P. Jones


Ulverston Partnership
-
Cllr. A. Jones


Publicity


-
Cllr. P. Jones


Monument Working Group
-
Cllr. A. Jones


Jubilee Essay Fund

-
Cllr. J. Jenkinson


United Charities

-
Cllr. A. Jones


This was seconded by Cllr P Lister and agreed.

Q.198.
TRUSTEE REPRESENTATIVE ON TOWN LANDS TRUST :

Cllr. J. Jenkinson proposed that Cllr. M. Hornby be nominated. This was seconded by Cllr. A. Jones.
Cllr. P. Lister proposed that Cllr. J. Pickthall be nominated. This was seconded by Cllr. C. Williams.

The proposals were then put to the vote with Cllr. Hornby receiving 9 votes and Cllr. Pickthall 5 votes. Cllr. M. Hornby was then duly elected to be a Trustee representative on the Town Lands Trust.

Q.199.
POLICY ON THE USE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL CREST :

The Town Clerk referred to his paper following on from a further group meeting which took place on 3 November 2011. Amendments had been made to the original paper and were highlighted. It was noted that the Group were not unified in allowing businesses to use the Town Crest. Cllr. J. Prosser then proposed that businesses be removed from the policy. This was seconded by Cllr. Bishop-Rowe and agreed. Cllr. Jenkinson then proposed that the policy be adopted, taking into account all the amendments. This was seconded by Cllr. Lister and agreed.
Q.200.
UNFAIR TRADING PRACTICES BY SLDC :


Cllr. Bishop-Rowe said that SLDC had recently granted an element of free parking in Kendal as compensation for inconvenience caused by road works. Two free Sunday’s in Kendal had been made available. Cllr. Bishop-Rowe said that with regard to the car parking charges survey on options for charging, there had only been a total of 793 responses, with 53% in favour of night time charges. However, 793 returned survey forms on which the proposed new night time charges was based, is out of a total of 101,000 population in the SLDC area, or less than 8% response.

Cllr. Lister referred to the inconvenience caused in Ulverston with the relaying of setts in Market Street and the Tank Square improvements and proposed that Ulverston should be given some free parking as compensation, similar to Kendal, to boost Christmas trade. This was seconded by Cllr. Marr and agreed. Cllr. Pickthall proposed that with regard to the earlier decision to meet with the Scrutiny Committee, that this should take place in Ulverston to allow as many as possible the opportunity to challenge SLDC’s decision. This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and agreed.

Q.201.
OTHER MATTERS :


a.
Cllr. Lister referred to maintenance of paths by SLDC in Lightburn Park. Three benches had been removed whilst repairs were carried out but had not been replaced. SLDC will be contacted about this.


b.
Cllr. Pickthall referred to a 24 page special section about Ulverston (‘Heart of Ulverston’) which will appear in the North West Evening Mail newspaper on Thursday 24 November. The Deputy Editor James Higgins would be grateful for any feedback on this.


c.
Cllr. Bishop-Rowe wished to thank the Senior Monument Keeper, Ken Barrett for showing his cousin and partner around the Monument and for a very interesting visit.


d.
Cllr. Rice queried the invitation to the Duke of Lancaster Regiment and others to Remembrance Sunday. The Town Clerk said that this was a Royal British Legion event and the invitation should come from them.


e.
Cllr. Hancock said that the new Ulverston Calendars for 2012 were now available.

Q.202.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Mrs. Appleton referred to the recent car park charges decision by SLDC and asked if the Town Council could enlist the support of the local MP.
Chairman
(The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.)
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