Minutes of Council Meeting held on 25 July 2011  Cont….


ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Meeting

of Ulverston Town Council held in the Town Hall,
Ulverston on 25 July 2011 at 7.15.p.m.
PRESENT :  Councillors P. Jones (Chairman), J. Airey, N. Bishop-Rowe, R. Gill, 
M. Hornby,  H. Irving, J. Jenkinson, P. Lister, B. Marr, J. Pickthall, J. Prosser,
J. Rice, B. Wilkinson.

Also Present :  The Town Clerk,  Press (1), Public (Nil).
Q.71.
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE :

Cllrs. C. Hodgson (personal), J. Hancock (personal), T. Watson (personal), 

A. Rigg (personal).
Q.72.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :

Cllrs. J. Jenkinson and B. Wilkinson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 7, with regard to planning applications as a member of the District Council Planning Committee and would not be taking part in the discussions or in voting.

Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe declared a personal  interest in planning application SL/11/0446.
Q.73.
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS :


The Mayor referred to a number of events and functions that she had attended which covered a wider area than usual, including Cockermouth and Whitworth.
Q.74.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Nil

Q.75.
MINUTES:


The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 11 July 2011 were approved and adopted.
Q.76.
TOWN PLANNING :

(i)
Resolved:
That the following observations be made on planning 
applications:-


SL/11/0419
Rame Farm, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this 

application.



SL/11/0446
2 Soutergate, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this 

application.


(ii)
Applications Granted and Refused by the District Council noted.

Q.77.
CORRESPONDENCE :


a.
C.A.L.C. South Lakeland District Association Meeting


The next meeting will take place on Thursday 15 September from 7 pm at Brettargh Holt.


b.
Open Public Services White Paper


CALC had provided a copy of this White Paper which contained important proposals affecting local councils and sets out how Government plans to devolve power to local communities. The Government will be consulting on the White Paper between now and September.

c.
Election of 2nd Representative from District Association to CCC South Lakeland Local Committee


After various discussions, Cllr. P. Lister asked that his name be put forward as an interested Councillor and this was agreed.


d.
CALC Broadband Bulletin


This is an update on the bulletin released by CALC in May. It has been confirmed that Broadband Delivery UK is making £16.8M available to Cumbria for the roll out of super fast broadband.


e.
Update on Localism Bill



NALC has produced an update on the progress of the Localism Bill through the House of Lords. The National Association recently held a workshop with Senior Communities and Local Government representatives and other Central Government Departments at which central elements of the Bill were discussed. Further developments on the Bill will be reported back to County Associations.


f.
Land Allocations – Next Steps and Further Consultation



A briefing meeting will be held in Kendal Town Hall Assembly Room on Wednesday 27 July between 6-8 pm to explain the next steps in preparing the Land Allocations document. Further consultation will take place for 6 weeks from Friday 29 July to Friday 9 September 2011.


g.
Sir John Barrow Monument – PIQAS Accreditation and assessment report



The Town Clerk reported the Monument has been awarded the PIQAS Accreditation (Place of Interest Quality Assurance Scheme). This will help promote the Monument and attract more visitors. Cllr. Jenkinson proposed that an open letter from the Mayor on this award be sent to the North West Evening Mail. This was agreed.


h.
Low Furness & Ulverston Neighbourhood Forum



A summary of the proceedings at the recent Low Furness & Ulverston Neighbourhood Forum held on 22 June was provided for members.

Q.78.
SLDC CAR PARKING STRATEGY/PARKING SERVICES CONSULTATION :

It was noted that SLDC is reviewing its car parking strategy and is seeking views. The Parking Services Consultation which started on 6 July, runs until 28 September. Cllr. Lister considered that car parking in Ulverston is strategically significant and the present policy on charges is affecting businesses and the economy of the town. There needs to be a much more significant dialogue with SLDC on this issue than just relying on the consultation. Cllr. Lister said that there needs to be a strategic review on parking, with a set of proposals to attract businesses and shoppers to the town. Cllr. Lister then proposed that a small Working Group be formed to draw up a model strategy and report back to full council. This was seconded by Cllr. Jenkinson. It was agreed that the Working Group would consist of Cllrs. Lister, Jones, Rice, Hornby and Gill, to also include a representative from the Traders Association and Federation of Small Businesses.

Q.79.
POTENTIAL BIOPHARM PLANT IN ULVERSTON :


The Mayor referred to the potential sites for a Biopharm plant, which includes Scotland, Barnard Castle and Ulverston. It was considered vital that there should be a strong lobby for this investment to be in Ulverston. Cllr. Lister proposed that the CEO of GSK should be invited by the Mayor to be shown around Ulverston, promoting its strengths and facilities and meeting key members of the community. This could involve hospitality and a presentation from an appropriate person who can pitch for the bid. Other invitees could include the local MP and CEO SLDC. This was agreed. Cllr. Lister and Airey said that they would be willing to assist the Mayor with the tour.

Q.80.
TWINNING ASSOCIATION – PROPOSED ALBERT VISIT TO ULVERSTON DURING THE CHARTER FESTIVAL :


Cllr. Gill proposed that a formal invitation be sent to Albert to invite up to 6 representatives to attend the final weekend of the Ulverston Charter week between 15-19 September, to include the Lantern Procession. This was agreed.

Q.81.
MINUTES OF OTHER MEETINGS:
· The Minutes of the Ulverston In Bloom meeting held on 18 July 2011 were noted. Cllr. Pickthall said that volunteers were welcome to help with dead-heading of plants about the town at 6.30 pm on Mondays when there is not a Town Council meeting.
Q.82
OTHER MATTERS :


Cllr. Pickthall referred to the “Postcards” for the visitor website and asked Councillors to assist with distribution.
Q.83.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Nil.
Chairman
(The meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.)
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