Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5 December 2011  Cont….


ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Meeting

of Ulverston Town Council held in the Town Hall,
Ulverston on 5 December 2011 at 7.15.p.m.
PRESENT :  Councillors P. Jones (Chairman), J. Airey,  N. Bishop-Rowe, R. Gill,

J. Hancock, H. Irving, J. Jenkinson,  J. Pickthall, J. Prosser, J. Rice, B. Wilkinson.
Also Present :  The Town Clerk,  Cllr. J. Samson (SLDC), Press (1), Public (2),
Police (2).
Q.203.
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE :

Cllrs. M. Hornby (personal), P. Lister (personal), A. Rigg (personal), T. Watson (personal), C. Williams (personal) A. Jones (meeting).
Q.204.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :

Cllrs. J. Jenkinson & B. Wilkinson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 8, with regard to planning applications as a member of the District Council Planning Committee and would not be taking part in the discussions or in voting.

Cllr. J. Jenkinson and Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 10, with regard to the Gill Toilets.


Cllr. Irving declared a personal & prejudicial interest in planning application SL/11/0888.


Cllr. J. Prosser declared a personal & prejudicial interest in planning application SL/11/0937.

Q.205.
TRAFFIC PROHIBITION ORDER ISSUES IN NEW MARKET STREET ON MARKET DAYS :


The Town Clerk explained that the CCC Highways Engineer was unable to attend the Council Meeting, but referred to papers received by email on four possible options for dealing with the restrictions on traffic on Market Days in Ulverston. These had been copied to members. He suggested that the options be examined prior to the Highways Engineer attending the next Town Council meeting on 9 January 2012. There would also be a need to discuss this with the other stakeholders subsequently, following on from a meeting that was held with them on 2 November. Cllr. Airey supported the Town Clerk’s comments and proposed that members look at the options put forward and bring their suggestions to the next meeting. This was seconded by Cllr. Jenkinson and agreed. It was noted that the Highways Engineer preference was option 4.
Q.206.
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS :


a.
The Town Mayor referred to Item 10 on the agenda, regarding The Gill Toilets. Cllr. J. Rice proposed this be held in Closed Session following the Town Clerk’s recommendation, due to contractual information and this was seconded by Cllr. H. Irving and agreed.

b.
The Town Mayor said that the recent Dickensian Festival was the best that she had experienced and thanked all those who had been involved in organising it and for all the support.


c.
“Carols at the Coro” will take place on Saturday 10 December at 7.30 pm. Tickets are available from the Town Clerk and the Coronation Hall.

Q.207.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Thora Wadsworth asked what was happening with the Stone Cross Mansion. Cllr. J. Jenkinson said that this was the responsibility of Persimmons. It is a grade II listed building and the Conservation officer at SLDC is keeping a careful monitoring brief over the property.
Q.208.
MINUTES:


Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe referred to Item Q.200 of the previous Minutes and said the reference to road works should be corrected to repairs in the Westmorland Centre.

The Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 21 November 2011 were approved and adopted, subject to the amendment.

Q.209.
COUNTY COUNCILLORS/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS/POLICE :


a.
County Councillors
Nil


b.
District Councillors




Cllr. Bishop-Rowe thanked the County Councillors for their involvement in ensuring the long stay repairs to highways. Cllr. Jenkinson also supported this and wished to thank Cllr. Airey and Cllr. Hornby. In addition, she referred to the selling off of Council stock housing to South Lakes Housing which had been recently reported in the North West Evening Mail.


c.
Police :


Inspector K. Spedding provided members with a crime update. Overall, crime was down in Ulverston apart from burglary, which was up slightly and also assaults. However, violent crime and vehicle crime was down. He advised everyone to be vigilant over the Christmas period in respect of burglary. He referred to advice cards on planning a night out. Croftlands area was still a priority. He said that 101 was coming out this month for none emergency matters, rather than 999. Inspector Spedding said that the police had covered the Dickensian weekend festival, which had been excellent. Various matters were then raised by Councillors. These included : drinking in the streets, anti-social behaviour involving misuse of vehicles, itinerant door knockers, lewd and threatening behaviour by text and any intelligence regarding break-ins extended from Barrow. All these areas are monitored and checked by the police.
Q.210.
TOWN PLANNING :

(i)
Resolved:
That the following observations be made on planning 
applications:-

SL/11/0814
Former Dale Infant School, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this application.

SL/11/0888
Cllr. H. Irving left the Chamber for this item. Flat 2, Cavendish House, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this application.

SL/11/0937
Cllr. J. Prosser left the Chamber for this item. 43 Urswick Road, Ulverston. The Town Council REFUSED this application.

SL/11/0936
Masonic Hall, Kings Road, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this application, subject to the views of neighbours being taken into consideration.

(ii)
Applications Granted and Refused by the District Council noted.

Q.211.
CORRESPONDENCE :


a.
Car Parking Fees & Charges proposed by SLDC


The Town Clerk referred to various emails and papers relating to this matter and the previous Council Minute Q.194, dated 21 November 2011. He reported that there had now been a ‘Call-In’ of Executive Decision EX/149 and that a meeting of the Resources and Partnership Overview and Scrutiny Committee had been scheduled for Friday 16 December 2011 at 3.00 pm in the District Council Chamber, Kendal. The Town Clerk added that members had the right to speak during the Scrutiny meeting during the public participation period and that there was a need to tell SLDC if there was a need to speak for longer than 3 minutes. Cllr Airy encouraged as many members as possible to attend this meeting. Cllr. Pickthall said that during the Dickensian Festival, over 800 signatures were collected for a petition against the SLDC proposals. After various discussions, it was agreed that Cllr. J. Rice would make a representation on this matter on behalf of Ulverston Town Council and that he be allowed at least 5 minutes to do so. The Town Clerk will contact SLDC about this. Cllr. Jenkinson said that she would email the Town Clerk with details of the “Call-in”.

b.
Lightburn Park – bench seats


The Town Clerk referred to an email received from Cllr. Bishop-Rowe, following enquiries that he had made with Mr. T. Naylor, Parks Officer regarding the missing bench seats from Lightburn Park. The seats were removed to enable the re-surfacing works to take place. On assessment, one seat was beyond economical repair due to damage and was put into a skip. The other two were removed to the cemetery for storage and repainting prior to their return to the park. Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe has asked for a time scale for their return from the Cemetery and for the installation of the ‘skipped’ seat.

c.
Managing Radioactive Waste Safety Consultation


It was noted that there would be a Community Drop-In event at Kendal Town Hall on Monday 23 January 2012 between 1 and 7 pm.

Q.212.
BUS TRANSPORT INFORMATION – “THE CUMBRIA RIDER” :

Cllr. Pickthall referred to a new transport information brochure, “The Cumbria Rider”, which had replaced “The Cumbria & Lakes Rider”. It was considered to be a retrograde step as there were no bus timetables in the new edition. It was noted that Stagecoach had withdrawn from contributing. Cllr. Pickthall said that this was extremely disappointing, particularly for the community who depend on the buses. She proposed that a letter be sent to Cumbria County Council stating that the new brochure was a useless document without this information, compared to the previous brochure which was excellent and that a letter be also sent to Stagecoach expressing disappointment in this development. This was agreed.
Q.213.
MOSAIC PROPOSAL FOR ULVERSTON :

The Town Clerk explained that he had been approached by a professional artist specialising in mosaics. He has worked extensively with the mosaic medium and was also a Laurel & Hardy fan. He wished to explore the possibility of creating a permanent mosaic of Stan and Ollie for Ulverston. The Town Clerk said that in initial discussions with the artist, there were a number of issues involved, including cost, location, maintenance, security, insurance and possible planning permission. He had ascertained that a 3 foot square mosaic would cost £2,000 and 6 foot by 4 foot, approximately £3,000. After various discussions it was agreed not to follow this up as there was an excellent statue of Laurel & Hardy in prime position outside the Coronation Hall in County Square as well as the Laurel & Hardy Museum.
Q.214.
MINUTES OF OTHER MEETINGS :

The minutes of the following meetings were noted :

· Marketing – 16 November 2011
· Ulverston in Bloom – 21 November 2011
· Allotments – 28 November 2011

Q.215.
REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES:


The reports on the ATC, Dickensian & St. John Ambulance were noted.
Q.216.
FINANCES :


All income and expenditure since 7 November 2011 including Salaries and National Insurance as shown on the Agenda were noted and agreed by all Council members.

Q.217.
OTHER MATTERS :


The Mayor referred to the lack of Christmas lights at County Square. Cllr. Jenkinson said that this was planned once the trees were more sturdy than at present. Cllr. Hancock asked if a free standing display could be investigated.
Q.218.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Mrs. Appleton said that she admired the Christmas Tree at Market Cross. She added that she was encouraged by the recent repairs to roads around the town.
Chairman
(The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.)
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