Minutes of Council Meeting held on 05 September 2011  Cont….


ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Meeting

of Ulverston Town Council held in the Town Hall,
Ulverston on 5 September 2011 at 7.15.p.m.
PRESENT :  Councillors P. Jones (Chairman), N. Bishop-Rowe, R. Gill, J.Hancock,  M. Hornby, J. Jenkinson, P. Lister, B. Marr, J Prosser, J. Rice, T. Watson, 
B. Wilkinson, C. Williams.

Also Present :  The Town Clerk,  Cllr. M. Wilson (SLDC), Press (1), Police (1),

Public (5).
Q.98.
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE :

Cllrs. J. Airey (meeting), H. Irving (personal), J. Pickthall (personal), A. Rigg (personal).
Q.99.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :

Cllrs. J. Jenkinson & B. Wilkinson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 7, with regard to planning applications as a member of the District Council Planning Committee and would not be taking part in the discussions or in voting.

Cllrs. Jenkinson, Wilkinson, Bishop-Rowe, Williams, Hancock and Rice all declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 10, Local Development Framework – Land Allocations.

All Cllrs declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application SL/11/0687/8 as the Sir John Barrow Monument is owned by Ulverston Town Council.
Q.100.
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS :


The Mayor thanked all concerned for their good wishes following her recent operation. She drew attention to the Charter Festival programme and to the Mayor’s Ball on 16 September and said that tickets were still available.
Q.101.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Mary Searle-Chatterjee, Daltongate referred to the Bus Shelter in Victoria Road which was in a very poor condition. In contrast, the Kiosk had recently been rebuilt. Ms. Chatterjee said she was aware that volunteers had tried cleaning the shelter. She had been in contact with Caroline Leigh, Corporate Asset Manager, SLDC with a proposal to bring together a community group to clean and decorate the bus shelters, if the Town Council would support this. Standing orders were then suspended. The Town Clerk said that he had received an email from Caroline Leigh about this and the need for public liability insurance and relevant health & safety cover for a community group to work on SLDC properties, to ensure the general public are protected. 

Cllr. Williams said that he had tried cleaning the bus shelter but the plexi glass had been very badly marked. After further discussions, Cllr. Lister proposed that arrangements be made to proceed with this Community response and this was seconded by Cllr. Jenkinson.

Cllr. Jenkinson said that where practicable, partnership working should be encouraged and that the work should be co-ordinated with the UIB Working Group as part of a public realm initiative. This was agreed and further discussion would revert back to Standing Orders.

Chris Byron referred to the Land Allocations and area E19, Bee Hive Cottages and said he was against it being used for retail.

Q.102.
MINUTES:


The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 8 August 2011 were approved and adopted.
Q.103.
COUNTY COUNCILLORS/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS/POLICE :

a.
County Councillors/District Councillors
Nil


b.
Police




Inspector K. Spedding provided a crime update and said that there was a 22 percent reduction overall, although there was an increase in vehicle vandalism. He also provided a priorities update and referred to the police website. Cllr. Lister said that he felt reassured and wished to thank the contribution made by local police officers in assisting with the recent riots and disturbance around the country. Cllr. Williams referred to the problems with traffic in New Market Street on Market Days, despite a road closure order and he was concerned about safety to pedestrians. He asked if there was a fine for entering a closed street. Cllr. Hancock said that on Thursday 1 September, 2 cars had mounted the pavement to gain access down New Market Street. Inspector Spedding said that he would follow up these issues.
Q.104.
TOWN PLANNING :

(i)
Resolved:
That the following observations be made on planning 
applications:-


SL/11/0416
IT Shaw Ltd, Low Mill Business Park. The Town Council 


APPROVED this application.



SL/11/0615
4 St. Davids Road, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED 

this application.



SL/11/0635
2 Ash Court. Birkrigg Park. This application is in the Parish of 

Urswick. Deferred to SLDC.



SL/11/0457
54 The Gill, Ulverston.  Deferred to SLDC. Insufficient information 

to make an observation.



SL/11/0606
3 Park Road, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this 

application subject to the views of neighbours being taken into consideration.



SL/11/0641
8 Derwent Place, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this 

application.



SL/11/0677
Ainsworth Mount, Ainsworth Street. The Town Council 


APPROVED this application subject to the views of neighbours being taken into 

consideration and the restrictions on the height of wall being observed.



SL/11/0673
Hoad Croft Cottage, Hoad Lane. The Town Council APPROVED 

this application subject to seeing a design for the gates that are proposed.



SL/11/0683
5 Daltongate, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this 

application.



SL/11/0687/8
Sir John Barrow Monument, Hoad Hill. Deferred to SLDC as all 

members declared a personal and prejudicial interest as the Monument is 

owned by Ulverston Town Council.


(ii)
Applications Granted and Refused by the District Council noted.

Q.105.
CORRESPONDENCE :


a.
Severe Weather Preparedness Forum


John Woodcock MP intends hosting a forum discussion on the issue of severe weather preparedness on Friday 16 September at 1.00 pm at The Forum, Duke Street Barrow. This is in relation with difficulties encountered in many areas during the spells of severe weather at the end of last year and the beginning of this year. There will be contributions from CCC, SLDC and Barrow BC. Representatives from UTC are invited to attend and the Town Clerk will ask for a response on this.

b.
King Street Roadworks


King Street will be closed on Sunday 18 and 25 September for resurfacing work. Cllr. Jenkinson wished to thank Cumbria Highways for all their resurfacing work but asked that the yellow lines be re-instated as soon as possible on roads already resurfaced in order to control the parking situation. Cllr. Bishop-Rowe also asked that attention be given to the rain water grid in Lower Brook Street to improve the drainage.

c.
Government Consultation on Draft National Planning Policy Framework


Information from the department of Communities and Local Government and from NALC had been made available to members. CALC is considering what response it should make to the consultation. Any views expressed by local councils should meet the deadline to DCLG by 17 October, with a copy to CALC.

d.
Business Rates



It was noted that the Government is consulting on proposals to change the arrangements for business or none domestic rates. The Government wants to change the system to enable councils to keep a share of the growth in business rates in their area.


NALC has argued that the Government’s proposed reform should go further by providing for a proportion of the business rate to go to all local parish and town councils in England. The closing date for comments on the Government’s proposals is 24 October. It was agreed that the Town Council supports NALC’s recommendation.


e.
Biopharm proposal for Ulverston



The Local Development Order for GSK has been approved by the SLDC Cabinet. The Chief Executive Officer for GSK HQ in Brentwood, Middlesex has been invited to Ulverston and an official presentation is being prepared for October. Further details will follow from Jayne Kendall.


f.
CALC South Lakeland District Association



The next meeting will take pace on 15 September from 7pm at Brettargh Holt. The Town Clerk drew attention to various positions that were vacant on the Committee and asked to be informed of any Councillors who wished to put themselves forward.

g.
Adult Local Services Directorate



The County Council is carrying out a consultation on Day Services until 23 September as they are going through a process whereby all contracts for day services will be tendered.


h.
Implications of the Bribery Act 2010 for Local Councils


A NALC legal briefing on the implications of the Bribery Act for local councils was noted by members.


i.
Better Highways Programmed Visits


It was noted that there would be a “relaunch” of the ‘Better Highways Teams’ and a programme of Parish visits based on expected demand in each Parish had been prepared.


j.
Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages


The County Council is introducing changes to the arrangements in Cumbria for the registration of births, deaths and marriages and details have been made known to members. Any comments on the changes should be sent to the County Council by the end of September.
Q.106.
ANNUAL LANTERN PROCESSION :

This will take place on Saturday 17 September 2011 and road closure orders had been issued.

Q.107.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – LAND ALLOCATIONS :

A proposed submission to SLDC provided by the Working Group was discussed. Cllr. Jenkinson said that this related to the first consultation proposals. All new sites proposed in the 2nd consultation were not supported.

Cllr. Williams referred to area RN178 (a small area of land on Hart Street, near Ford Park). He declared a personal and prejudicial interest with regard to this area but wished to make a statement. Cllr. Williams said that this was part of ‘other sites considered’ (in light grey on the maps), which had been taken out by SLDC and had been supported by the Working Group. He wished this area to be retained and this had been supported by the Ford Park Group.

Cllr. Jenkinson proposed that this be debated and this was seconded by Cllr. Marr. Cllr. Jenkinson said that the Ford Park grounds were enjoyed by the people of Ulverston and is a very important open green space. Cllr. Marr then proposed a small proportion of RN178 as shown on the map be given status for housing. This was seconded by Cllr. Gill and put to the vote. 3 were for the proposal and 4 were against. Cllr. Jenkinson then proposed that the recommendations of the Working Group, together with the additions as discussed be accepted. This was seconded by Cllr. Bishop-Rowe. 6 voted for the proposal, with 3 abstentions. The proposal was therefore carried.
Q.108.
PERMISSION TO USE ULVERSTON CREST :


Cllr. Rice explained that Peter Wilde, ex Head of Science at UVHS, who was a Photographer, naturalist, a leading member of Cumbria Wildlife and local lecturer and well known by many in Ulverston, has produced photographic composites of Ulverston. He has asked if it would be possible to include the Town Crest on them to enhance the image. The photographs are to be donated to St. Mary’s Hospice for them to sell and raise funds. It was also noted that Mr. Wilde had a web site with a section devoted to Ulverston. He had produced a CD about Sir John Barrow and the Monument which he gave for use by the Monument Keepers. Cllr. Rice said that the use of the crest would be for a finite time and possibly for a year. He then showed photographic samples of Mr. Wilde’s work. Various discussions took place with regard to the use of the Town Crest to date. Cllr. Jenkinson then proposed that permission be given in this case, but that a small committee should be set up to examine the use and frequency of the Crest and to agree on a criteria that organisations should meet. This was seconded by Cllr. Marr and agreed. It was also agreed that the Committee would consist of Cllrs. Jenkinson, Lister, Prosser and Marr.

Q.109.
NOMINATION FOR A SIGNATORY ON ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL BUSINESS ACCOUNT, HOAD MONUMENT & UNITED CHARITIES ACCOUNTS :


The Town Clerk said that signatories were required on these accounts, the previous signatory being Cllr. C. Hodgson. 
The following signatories were agreed :


Ulverston Town Council Business Account

-
Cllr. B. Marr


Hoad Monument Account



-
Cllr. J. Hancock


United Charities Account



-
Cllr. J. Hancock


The Town Clerk will make the necessary Bank Mandate arrangements.

Q.110.
REVIEW OF ALLOTMENT RENTS FOR 2011/12 :


After various discussions, Cllr. B. Wilkinson proposed that the allotment rents be increased by £1, making a full plot £26, half a plot £14. This was seconded by Cllr. B. Marr and agreed.

Q.111.
MINUTES OF OTHER MEETINGS:
· Marketing – 3 August 2011
· LAP plus priorities – 9 August 2011
· Allotments – 15 August 2011

The minutes were noted.


Cllr. Jenkinson drew attention to the LAP minutes where it had been agreed that 
Egton, Newland, Mansriggs & Osmotherley Parishes move from High Furness to Low 
Furness & Ulverston LAP. Flooding hot spots within the LAP areas had been 
identified. LAP priorities, Action Plans and Funding were now being examined.

Q.112.
REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES :

The reports on St. John Ambulance, ATC and the Dickensian Committee were noted.

Q.113.
FINANCES :


All income and expenditure since 8 August 2011 including Salaries and National Insurance as shown on the Agenda were noted and agreed by all Council members.
Q.114.
OTHER MATTERS :


a.
Cllr. B. Marr queried a review of the working conditions of the Town Council staff and proposed a Working Group be formed and that appraisals be carried out. Cllr. Jenkinson said that a mechanism was already in place with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor carrying this out. It was noted that this had occurred in the Mayoral year 2008/9 and 2009/10, but not in 2010/11. A report had been made in 2008/0, in which it was agreed to increase staff hours to cope with the extra workload in the Town Council Office, but no report was received in 2009/10. It was agreed that an appraisal will be carried out in 2010/11 and a report submitted to the Council.

b.
Cllr. Bishop-Rowe raised the matter of a 50 mph speed limit on the A590 dual carriageway between Newland and the Ulverston boundary. The Town Clerk will make enquiries.
Q.115.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Mr. C. Byron referred to the Land Allocations and said that he was against any development on area M11M (proposed Sainsbury’s site).


Ms. H. Bruce said that Ford Park could benefit from financial help.

Chairman
(The meeting closed at 9.12 p.m.)
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