Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7 November 2011  Cont….


ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Meeting

of Ulverston Town Council held in the Town Hall,
Ulverston on 7 November 2011 at 7.15.p.m.
PRESENT :  Councillors P. Jones (Chairman), N. Bishop-Rowe,  R. Gill, J. Hancock,
M. Hornby, H. Irving, J. Jenkinson, P. Lister, B. Marr, J. Pickthall, J Prosser,
C. Williams.
Also Present :  The Town Clerk,  Cllr. J. Samson (SLDC), Press (1), Police (1),

Public (3),

Q.167.
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE :

Cllrs. J. Airey (meeting), J. Rice (personal), A. Rigg (personal), T. Watson (personal), B. Wilkinson (personal).
Q.168.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :

Cllr. J. Jenkinson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 7, with regard to planning applications as a member of the District Council Planning Committee and would not be taking part in the discussions or in voting. Cllr. Jenkinson also declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 18, Co-option procedure for a Town Councillor.

Cllr. P. Jones declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 18.


Cllr. H. Irving, Hornby, Hancock, Bishop-Rowe and Prosser declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 18.

Q.169.
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS :


The Mayor referred to recent events that she had attended : HMS Ambush Boxing Night – thousands of pounds raised for ‘Help the Heroes’. Festival of Remembrance at the Coronation Hall on Friday 4 November. Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe was thanked for a very well organised and enjoyable evening. Festival of Remembrance at Rusland. The Mayor added that she had sent a personal card to David Pickthall, previous local reporter in Ulverston, to thank him for his support and good and accurate reporting, now that he had moved on to Barrow.

Q.170.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:




Mrs. Appleton reported that there had been no problems in Croftlands during Halloween or Guy Fawkes night. Mr. Butcher said that he hoped that the Environment Agency were addressing the accumulation of stone debris in Dragley Beck near Fitz Bridge in particular.

Q.171.
MINUTES:


The Minutes of the Town Council Meetings, included the Closed Session Minutes, dated 24 October 2011 were approved and adopted.

Q.172.
COUNTY COUNCILLORS/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS/POLICE :


a.
County Councillors
Nil


b.
District Councillors
Nil


c.
Police :


Inspector K. Spedding provided a crime update for members. He said that in relation to Ulverston all crime was down, apart from shop lifting which had increased. Priorities were now set at Neighbourhood Forums. Croftlands had recently been voted at No.1 priority and a significant amount of work had been carried out with schools and shops. New priorities would be established at future Neighbourhood Forums. There were some thefts from Charity Shops. There had been some vandalism on cars in the Central Ward area. Cllr. J. Hancock thanked the police for their response relating to recent circumstances.
Q.173.
TOWN PLANNING :

(i)
Resolved:
That the following observations be made on planning 
applications:-

SL/11/0685
Standish Cote & Mean Moor, Martin & Harlock Hill, Pennington, Ulverston. The Town Council REFUSED this application on the grounds of the environmental/visual impact with the new turbines at 326 feet high and potential noise concerns in the locality.


(ii)
Applications Granted and Refused by the District Council noted.

Q.174.
CORRESPONDENCE :


a.
South Lakeland District – Participatory Budgeting Pilot


The Town Clerk drew attention to this paper from SLDC, which provided an opportunity to take part in a new pilot where SLDC and a local community could work together to look at the budgets for services in their area. Expressions of interest are invited from Parish and Town Councils and LAP’s in the South Lakeland District by 20 January 2012. Cllr. Jenkinson proposed that a Working Group look into the pros and cons of this and report back to the Council. This was seconded by Cllr. Lister and agreed.

b.
Government Consultation on Neighbourhood Planning


Cllr. Proposed that this be noted for the time being as there had already been a response to the Local Development Framework and Land Allocations Consultation. This was seconded by Cllr. Lister and agreed.

c.
Community Infrastructure Levy


This report was noted.


d.
Cumbria Highways Improvement Schemes and Resurfacing


It was agreed that County Councillors J. Airey and P. Hornby should meet with Ward Councillors as appropriate in order to provide a response to Cumbria Highways.


e.
Fitz Bridge and Dragley Beck – gravel management and flood risk reduction


The Town Clerk referred to the email attachments from the Environment Agency relating to gravel management in Dragley Beck and at Fitz Bridge and progress with the Flood Risk Management Work in Ulverston. Some members expressed concern about the build-up of debris, but the EA said they would continue to monitor and assess the situation.

f.
SLDC Partnership and Communities One Minute Reads


The following ‘One Minute Reads’ were noted :

(i) Local Area Partnership

(ii) ‘One South Lakeland Partnership Board’

(iii) Parish and Third Sector Development


g.
Broadband Update for Cumbria


This was noted.


h.
Low Furness & Ulverston Neighbourhood Forum


This was noted.

i. Termination of Bus Service No.60 (South Ulverston)


Correspondence had been received from residents and from Sandside Lodge School, raising concerns about the impending closure of Bus Service No.60, despite representations made by the Town Council in March this year.
Q.175.
TOWN COUNCIL HANDYMAN/STEWARD :

The Town Clerk referred to his paper in which it had been proposed at previous Ulverston Community Partnership and Business & Enterprise Meetings that consideration be given to employing a Town Council Handyman. After various discussions Cllr Lister proposed that a Working Group examine this in detail after which a report can be brought back to full Council. This was seconded by Cllr Jenkinson and agreed.
Q.176.
BUS SHELTERS IN VICTORIA ROAD :

Cllr. Pickthall reported that Mr. L. Conway, CEO SLDC had recently visited Ulverston, principally to be shown areas and to discuss issues related to the Grounds Maintenance Contract. However, as part of the brief, this also included matters associated within the Public Realm and during this visit, the state of bus shelters in Victoria Road were discussed. The poor condition was exacerbated further when taking into account the newly built Kiosk close by. The CEO agreed that painting the bus shelters would be a waste of time due to the nature of materials used in the construction. However, with regard to a Community Group initiative, SLDC would be willing to pay the cost of paint and materials to bring the metal benches and surrounds in Victoria Park into good order. With regard to the bus shelter, the CEO suggested that it might be possible for SLDC to replace the existing bus shelters with new ones, if Ulverston Town Council was willing to take over responsibility. Cllr. Pickthall proposed that the Town Clerk liaise with SLDC to establish what kind of bus shelters they would be prepared to offer and that they needed to be as vandal proof and graffiti proof as possible. Cllr. Jenkinson seconded this proposal on the understanding that SLDC provided new bus shelters. This was agreed. It was noted that the Town Clerk had already sourced new bus shelters near the Lancastrian and the Health Centre, which were under Town Council control.
Q.177.
COUNCIL DATES 2012 :


The proposed Council Dates were approved.


Cllr. Pickthall then questioned whether there was a need for so many Town Council Meetings. It was noted that in the past there was only one full Council Meeting a month, but there was still a need for an additional meeting to examine planning applications. Due to the volume of other Council business, a second Town Council meeting in the month was introduced. It was agreed that a small working group would look at this in due course to ensure that effective use of time and effort was being utilised.
Q.178.
MINUTES OF OTHER MEETINGS :

The minutes of the Business & Enterprise Meeting on 28 October 2011 was noted.

Q.179.
REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES :


The reports on the ATC, Dickensian & St. John Ambulance were noted.

Q.180.
FINANCE/GRANTS :


Cumbria Constabulary/Lakes Leisure and Ulverston Golf Club Ltd

Cllr. Lister referred to the recommendations by the Finance & Grants Committee and proposed that £400 be approved for Cumbria Constabulary/Lakes Leisure for football sessions and £300 be approved for the Ulverston Golf Club Ltd towards the Juniors representing Cumbria. This was seconded by Cllr. Jenkinson and agreed.

Q.181.
FINANCES :


All income and expenditure since 10 October 2011 including Salaries and National Insurance as shown on the Agenda were noted and agreed by all Council members.

Q.182.
OTHER MATTERS :

a. Cllr. Jenkinson reported that a previous Councillor, Cllr. John Kay had died recently.

b. Cllr Williams referred to the meeting that took place on 2 November regarding traffic prohibition order problems in New Market Street on Market Days. He said that no firm conclusions or agreements were reached and understood that Cllr. J. Airey would be raising this matter further as an Agenda item on 5 December at a Town Council meeting.

c. Cllr. Bishop-Rowe asked that a letter of appreciation be sent to Radio Cumbria for their good coverage of local issues.

Q.183.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Nil.

Q.184.
CO-OPTION PROCEDURE FOR A TOWN COUNCILLOR :


The Mayor proposed that this item be discussed in Closed Session. This was agreed. The Press and the Public then left the Chamber.

Chairman
(The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.)
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