Minutes of Council Meeting held on 08 August 2011  Cont….


ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Meeting

of Ulverston Town Council held in the Town Hall,
Ulverston on 8 August 2011 at 7.15.p.m.
PRESENT :  Councillors P. Jones (Chairman), J. Airey, N. Bishop-Rowe, R. Gill, J.Hancock,  H. Irving, J. Jenkinson, P. Lister, J. Pickthall, J Prosser, J. Rice, A. Rigg, T. Watson, C. Williams.

Also Present :  The Town Clerk,  Cllr. J. Samson (SLDC), Press (1), Police (1),

Public (32).
Prior to normal Council business, there was a Minute’s silence in memory of Cllr. Colin Hodgson, who passed away on 5 August. Tributes were then given by Cllrs. Jones, Airey, Lister and Prosser.
Q.84.
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE :

Cllrs. Hornby (personal), B. Wilkinson (personal).
Q.85.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :

Cllrs. J. Jenkinson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 7, with regard to planning applications as a member of the District Council Planning Committee and would not be taking part in the discussions or in voting.

Cllr. J. Pickthall and C. Williams declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning applications SL/11/0564 and SL/11/0565.

Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application SL/11/0591.

Q.86.
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS :


Nil
Q.87.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Colin Pickthall said that he very much regretted the loss of Cllr. C. Hodgson. He then referred to the planning applications SL/11/0564 and SL/11/0565 regarding the proposals for a supermarket development on the former Robinson’s Brewery site and was aware that Councillors were required to make a response to the District Council. He said that it was the landlord who wanted a supermarket, but it was possible that potential clients may not be interested in the site as a supermarket. With regards to demolition, he said the proposal was to flatten the site but was concerned if no supermarket is then built, what happens next. He considered that Councillors would be voting on an issue that is unclear and confused.


Sandra Robinson referred to HGVs that made exits from Hart Street in the past and the difficulty in manoeuvring and lack of space. She said that she received a reply from the transport manager that smaller lorries were needed.


Martin Gill said that a copy of the Guardian newspaper on 6 August referred to an article on Supermarkets and the damage they were inflicting on other shops in small towns around the country.


Gary Kirby said that he met with an architect from Craig & Green the previous week and discussed the proposed underground car parking. It was understood that excavation will be 4 metres deep and there were concerns about subsidence.

Jenny Harris said that the development was too large for the town’s needs. There had been a public campaign with over 1,000 signatures and the majority were against the planning proposal. The Council were urged not to support the proposal.

Q.88.
MINUTES:


The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 25 July 2011 were approved and adopted.
Q.89.
COUNTY COUNCILLORS/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS/POLICE :

a.
County Councillors
Nil


b.
District Councillors
Nil


c.
Police




Sgt. R. Johnston wished to convey his condolences regarding Cllr. C. Hodgson. He then provided an update on crime figures for Ulverston. Overall crime was down by 22 per cent and detection rates were rising, although thefts from shops was increasing.
Q.90.
TOWN PLANNING :

(i)
Resolved:
That the following observations be made on planning 
applications:-

SL/11/0564
Former Brewery, 4 & 6 Brewery Street, Ulverston. Cllr. Pickthall said that she wished to make a statement before leaving the Chamber. She said that Town Ward was one of the most densely populated wards. Feedback had been received from questionnaires sent out to the public. Out of 99 questionnaires returned, there were 4 to 1 against the proposal. There were concerns about what is going to be built and the proposed development looked too large for Ulverston. Residents felt that the plan is not in keeping with the area in which they live. Cllrs. Pickthall and Williams then left the Chamber for this item (and for SL/11/0565).

Cllr. Lister said that with relation to planning grounds, he had three reasons against the application, namely ;

1.
The proposed development was too oppressive and too large.


2.
He was against the destruction of much of Brewery Street in a 
Conservation Area.


3.
There was uncertainty on who the client was going to be, and the 
supermarket provider remained unknown.


On these grounds, Cllr. Lister proposed that the application be refused and this was seconded by Cllr. Gill.


Cllr. Bishop-Rowe said that he had certain concerns over the application as follows :


1.
Egress/access on/off Brewery Street. He had asked for accident 
statistics and at Tank Square. He said that there would be a considerable 
number of vehicle movements. In addition, HGVs reversing onto Hart 
Street.


2.
5 Cottages on Brewery Street – all would need refurbishment. Buildings 
are in a dilapidated state.


3.
Concerns about sub surface work including the underground car park.


4.
Uncertainty regarding the occupier.


Cllr. Bishop-Rowe then proposed that due to these concerns that the application goes to the SLDC full Planning Committee. This was seconded by Cllr. Hancock.


Cllr. Airey considered that the Council needed to make a decision or to ask for a deferment if there was time.


Cllr. Prosser said that he had reservations over this application. These included:

1.
Issues over the Brewery Street Car Park and the introduction of 
significant extra traffic onto Tank Square roundabout. It was not clear 
what affect this would have.


2.
Disruption to residents in Hart Street


3.
Unknown effect on Town’s retailers.


Cllr. Prosser proposed that the matter be deferred and sent back to SLDC for more information.


After further discussions, Cllr. Bishop-Rowe agreed to withdraw his proposal.


A recorded vote was then taken on the proposal by Cllr. Lister to refuse the application.

For the proposal: Cllrs. Lister, Gill, Hancock, Bishop-Rowe, Airey and Irving.


Against the proposal:
Cllr. Prosser.


Abstained:
Cllrs. Rice, Watson and Rigg.


The proposal was therefore carried and the Town Council REFUSED this application.


SL/11/0565
Former Brewery, 4 & 6 Brewery Street, Ulverston. Cllr. Lister proposed that this application be refused. This was seconded by Cllr. Bishop-Rowe. This was then put to the vote with the same result as for SL/11/0564 and the Town Council REFUSED this application.

SL/11/0589
Cattle Market Inn,  Neville Street, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this application, subject to a recommendation to SLDC that socially controlled rents were applied at the dwellings.

SL/11/0591
1 The Mews, Rosside, Ulverston. Cllr. Bishop-Rowe left the Chamber for this item. The Town Council  APPROVED this application.


(ii)
Applications Granted and Refused by the District Council noted.

Q.91.
CORRESPONDENCE :


a.
South Lakeland Land Allocations – Further Consultation


Further views from SLDC were being sought, with any comments by Friday 9 September. Information was made available to members.


b.
Yearly Comparison of Empty Shops


Information had been received from Jayne Kendall on empty shops, which showed Ulverston in comparison to Kendal, Windermere, Bowness and Ambleside. Results for Ulverston were encouraging, with 11 empty shops in June 2011 against 20 empty shops in April 2009. Cllr. Jenkinson paid tribute to Jayne Kendall, Peter Winston and the traders, who work hard to support shop keepers. The UTC Shop Front Improvement Scheme proved to be popular.

c.
Community Transport Additional Funding for 2011-12


Following a previous consultation on the use if additional funding for Community Transport, the County Council had produced a report on how much money will now be allocated to particular schemes and when these will be implemented.

Q.92.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – CONCERNS ABOUT POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS ON FLOOD PLAIN AREAS :

Cllr. Bishop-Rowe referred to SLDC’s Local Development Framework which indicated 1700 extra houses in Ulverston by 2025. He was very concerned about the flooding history for the town and housing development on flood plain areas. He said that the LDF document was out of date.


Cllr. Jenkinson said the LDF was becoming ridiculous and SLDC had included inappropriate sites suggested by single families who had not fully thought through the consequences. She reiterated that it concerned her how Sainsbury’s had proposed its preferred site, originally designated industrial, to be designated for employment and food retail in a bid to pave the way for a superstore. Cllr. Jenkinson considered that if Sainsbury’s obtain the site at the “Beehive” it will be the death-knell of the town. She encouraged everyone to write to SLDC to put in their objections to this. The deadline is 9 September 2011.

Cllr. Bishop-Rowe then proposed that a letter be written to SLDC to stop development on flood plains in Ulverston. This was seconded by Cllr. Airey. It was agreed that Cllr. Airey would co-ordinate with Cllrs. Bishop-Rowe, Jenkinson, Lister and Gill to formulate a draft response for the Town Clerk.
Q.93.
MINUTES OF OTHER MEETINGS:
· Twinning Association Executive Committee – 19 July 2011
· Public Meeting – 21 July   2011
· Business & Enterprise Meeting – 22 July 2011
Q.94.
REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES :

The reports on St. John Ambulance, ATC and the Dickensian Committee were noted.

Q.95.
FINANCES :


All income and expenditure since 11 July 2011 including Salaries and National Insurance as shown on the Agenda were noted and agreed by all Council members.
Q.96.
OTHER MATTERS :


Cllr. Bishop-Rowe referred to the Ulverston Inshore Rescue facility and wished to congratulate them on becoming operational once again. This was agreed.

Q.97.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Gary Kirby thanked the Town Council for their decision in relation to planning applications SL/11/0564 and SL/11/0565. Steve Robinson said that the LDF referred to this site as affordable housing. (Post Meeting : this was agreed by Cllr. Jenkinson). Martin Gilbert said that he had prepared a detailed report for Cllr. M. Wilson on housing and flooding in Ulverston and encouraged all Councillors to see a copy. He added that there was too much housing in flood plain areas. Ms. Saunders said that Brown Field sites should be used just for development and that potential farm land was being reduced. Jackie Williams referred to the website www.keepulverstonspecial.co.uk  and said that it contained a wealth of information on the proposed Brewery Street development.
Chairman
(The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.)
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