Minutes of Council Meeting held on 9 January 2012 Cont….


ULVERSTON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Meeting

of Ulverston Town Council held in the Town Hall,
Ulverston on 9 January 2012 at 7.15.p.m.
PRESENT :  Councillors P. Jones (Chairman),  N. Bishop-Rowe, R. Gill,

J. Hancock, M. Hornby, H. Irving, J. Jenkinson,  A. Jones, P. Lister, B. Marr, 

J. Pickthall, J. Prosser, J. Rice, A. Rigg, B. Wilkinson, C. Williams.
Also Present :  The Town Clerk,  Cllr. P. Hornby  (CCC), Press (1), Public (5),
Police (1).
Q.221.
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE :

Cllrs. J. Airey (personal), T. Watson (personal).
Q.222.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :

Cllrs. J. Jenkinson & B. Wilkinson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 8, with regard to planning applications as a member of the District Council Planning Committee and would not be taking part in the discussions or in voting. Cllr. Jenkinson also declared a personal interest in agenda Item 11 with regard to Car Parking Fees & Charges.

Cllrs. P. Jones, A. Jones, J. Prosser & J. Jenkinson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application SL/11/1019. Cllr. J. Hancock declared a personal interest in this application.

Cllrs. M. Hornby & H. Irving declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application SL/11/9014.

Cllr. A. Rigg declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application SL/11/0920.

Cllr. N. Bishop-Rowe declared a personal interest in agenda Item 11 with regard to Car Parking Fees & Charges.

Q.223.
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS :



The Mayor reported that she had enjoyed various visits, particularly to visit the elderly over the Christmas period. She said that she was disappointed with the lack of Christmas lights in County Square and hoped this would be rectified in time for next Christmas. The Mayor then drew attention to the agenda and asked members to approve the addition of an extra item, before ‘Finances’, regarding a Finance & Grants Committee recommendation, which had been omitted in error. Papers had been provided. This was agreed.
Q.224.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Mr. A. Butcher, North Lonsdale Road, asked if there had been any response from the Environment Agency with regard to reports of debris build up in the river at Fitz Bridge and along other stretches of Dragley Beck. The Town Clerk confirmed that he had met Environment Agency representatives on site recently. Various measurements, including photographic evidence were taken for analysis and various measures were planned to remove the debris.

Mrs. Appleton reported that it had been fairly quiet in the Croftlands area over the Christmas period.

Q.225.
MINUTES:


The  Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 5 December 2011, including the Closed Session meeting, were approved and adopted.
Q.226.
COUNTY COUNCILLORS/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS/POLICE :


a.
County Councillors




Cllr. P. Hornby was looking into ways of saving Bus Service No.60. More footfall was required to justify its continuance. Cllr. Jenkinson said that the Ulverston & Low Furness LAP had earmarked a grant of £2,700 towards this service. Photographs of the bus for an article to support the campaign would be useful. It was noted that there was already a pothole in Brewery Street, only 6 months after re-surfacing. Cllr. Bishop-Rowe thanked highways for all the resurfacing work around the town, but parking lines adjacent to UVHS had not been done. Cllr. Hornby said that as soon as resurfacing work had been completed in this area, the lines will be re-instated.


b.
District Councillors
Nil.



c.
Police :


Sgt R. Johnson provided members with a crime update. Overall, crime in Ulverston was still down, apart from burglary which was up slightly. Another ‘Operation Street Safe’ would be carried out shortly. Cllr. Williams asked about the options to traffic flow regarding New Market Street on Market Days in Ulverston and whether Sgt Johnson had seen the four options put forward by Highways. Sgt Johnson confirmed that he had seen the options which would be discussed with Victoria Upton, Highways Traffic Engineer shortly and option 4 was the preference by the Police.
Q.227.
TRAFFIC PROHIBITION ORDER ISSUES IN NEW MARKET STREET ON MARKET DAYS :


The Mayor welcomed Victoria Upton, CCC Highways Traffic Engineer to the meeting. Members had already received papers relating to the four possible options for dealing with the restrictions on traffic on Market Days in Ulverston. It was also noted that the Highways Engineer preference was Option 4, although all options and pros and cons were examined. Cllr. Lister referred to Option 4 and said that the one way restriction on Brogden Street needed to be reversed permanently.


He said that prohibition appeared to be a technical problem and there was a need to ensure that there was no moving traffic. Victoria Upton said that the Order allowed access for residents and perhaps the access clause should be removed. She added that the prohibitions were: prohibitions of driving (except loading/unloading), Un fettered access needed to be removed on Market Days. Cllr. Lister then proposed that Option 4 be adopted with the provision that the one way restriction on Brogden Street be reversed on a permanent basis and that appropriate signage be in place to ensure the rules are complied with. Cllr. Bishop-Rowe asked that the order include a Clause that allows access for emergency vehicles only. In addition, Cllr. Rice asked that consultation with Traders and the public be included. 

This was seconded by Cllr. Jenkinson and agreed. Victoria Upton said that the funding issue needed to be addressed. She estimated that the Transport Order would cost in the region of £1,500, with additional costs to change all the signage. She said that she would let the Council know the total costs as soon as possible.
Q.228.
TOWN PLANNING :

(i)
Resolved:
That the following observations be made on planning 
applications:-
SL/11/0957
8 William Street, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this application.

SL/11/0962
9 Beech Bank, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this application.

SL/11/0976
Ainsworth House, 9 Ainsworth Street, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this application.

SL/11/0920
Cllr. A. Rigg left the Chamber for this item. Marl Business Park. Deferred, pending confirmation of status of land, designated as an employment site.

SL/11/0974
Land at Old Hall Road, Ulverston. REFUSED on the grounds over development and unsafe access onto a junction.

SL/110999
4 Rakehead Cottages, Meeting House Lane. The Town Council APPROVED this application.

05/11/9014
Cllr. Hornby & Irving left the Chamber for this item. Sandside Lodge School, Sandside Road. The Town Council APPROVED this application.
SL/11/1019
Cllrs. P. Jones, A. Jones, J. Rice, J. Jenkinson, B. Bishop-Rowe left the Chamber for this item.  44 Birkett Drive, Ulverston. The Town Council APPROVED this application, subject to the views of neighbours being taken into consideration.


(ii)
Applications Granted and Refused by the District Council noted.

Q.229.
PLANNING APPEAL :


SL/11/0325
 Unandi, Town Bank Terrace. The Planning Appeal was noted.

Q.230.
SOUTH LAKELAND DISTRICT – PARTICIPATORY BUDGETNG PILOT SCHEME :


The Town Clerk drew attention to this proposed scheme and the supporting papers. A Working Party had examined the proposal from SLDC for local communities to consider being involved in Community based budgeting, linked to a participatory budgeting pilot scheme with SLDC, where we could work together to look at budgets for services in our area. A further meeting then took place which also involved the Chairman of the UCP, B&E and Marketing Groups and the Community Led Plan Group. It was noted that “Expressions of Interest” are invited by 20 January 2012. A draft copy of a “Statement of Support and Commitment” had been provided for members. After various discussions, Cllr. Jenkinson proposed that this bid through the Ulverston Community Partnership be supported. This was seconded by Cllr. Lister and agreed unanimously.

Q.231
UPDATE ON CAR PARKING FEES & CHARGES :


Cllr. J. Rice provided an update to members on the situation regarding car parking fees and charges. He said that following the submission of his strategy paper to SLDC, he had received an encouraging response from the CEO, Lawrence Conway. In addition, together with others, Cllr. Rice had attended and had spoken at the Resources and Partnership Overview and Scrutiny Committee Meeting on 16 December. Following this meeting, it had been agreed that SLDC would convene an open Council meeting to discuss this matter further in January 2012. With regard to the CEO response, it has been agreed to hold a meeting with him and appropriate SLDC officers, to include Cllrs. Rice and Lister and the Town Clerk to take this matter forward.

Q.232.
PARKING ENFORCEMENT :


Cllr. P. Jones said that it was self evident around the town that unauthorised parking on double yellow lines and other areas was out of control and was not being enforced. On a number of occasions the town had become grid locked and there was no sign of the traffic wardens. A letter will be written to SLDC on this issue
Q.233.
CORRESPONDENCE :


a.
Land Allocations – Unveiling Event


It was noted that representatives from Parish/Town Councils were invited to this event on Thursday 12 January 2012 in the Kendal town Hall Assembly Room between 2.00 pm – 3.00 pm. Cllr. Bishop-Rowe asked that information also be made available in Ulverston. This was agreed.

b.
Information from CALC


(i)
Update on Connecting Cumbria with superfast Broadband – Noted.



(ii)
Queens Diamond Jubilee – Beacons. This will be discussed further at the Marketing Group meeting on 11 January together with other suggested events before bringing to the Town Council meeting on 23 January.


c.
CCC Budget Consultation – Noted.

d.
Bus Strategy – District Association Meeting dated 24 November 2011. – Noted.

e.
Town Lands Trustees’ Annual Accounts and Report


The Town Clerk drew attention to receipt of a copy of the Trustees’ annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 March 2011 and said that these were available for inspection in the Town Council office.
Q.234.
MINUTES OF OTHER MEETINGS:

The minutes of the following meetings were noted:
· Ulverston Community Partnership – 30 November 2011
· Business & Enterprise – 9 December 2011
Q.235.
REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES:


The reports on the ATC, Dickensian & St. John Ambulance were noted.
Q.236.
GRANTS & FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:

Cllr. Jenkinson referred to a meeting of the Grants & Finance Committee which had been held on 5 December 2011 to examine a request from the Ulverston Rangers Junior Football Club for financial support. This would be used to pay for the ferry crossing and coach hire for the U16 squad to play in Noordwijk, Holland. The Committee had recommended a grant of £750. This was proposed by Cllr. J. Jenkinson, seconded by Cllr. Lister and agreed.

Q.237.
FINANCES :


All income and expenditure since 5 December 2011 including Salaries and National Insurance as shown on the Agenda were noted and agreed by all Council members.


Cllr. M. Hornby said she would like to see the Lighting Committee meet in plenty of time in the new Financial Year to examine improvements in Christmas Lighting and enhancement in County Square. This was agreed.

Q.238.
OTHER MATTERS :


a.
Cllr. Pickthall wished to thank the volunteers who opened the Sir John Barrow Monument on New Year’s Day and also the volunteers involved in the latest clean up around the town.

b.
Cllr. Bishop-Rowe referred to various events that were being held in Kendal and elsewhere, but none in Ulverston. Cllr. Jenkinson proposed that a letter be written to SLDC about this and that a proportionate number of meetings be held in Ulverston. This was agreed.

Q.239.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:



Mr. A. Butcher expressed his thanks for the new footpath off Morecambe Road.
Chairman
(The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.)
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