The Annual Report by the Mayor of Ulverston 
for the Annual Town Meeting on 18 April 2011
A warm welcome to this Annual Town Meeting.  It is a pleasure to see you all this evening and thank you for attending.  It has been a privilege to represent Ulverston as Town Mayor over the past year, which has been a busy one.  I would like to convey my thanks to my fellow councillors for all their help and support during my Mayoral year.  It has been much appreciated.

One of the main highlights of the past year was the grand re-opening of the Sir John Barrow Monument on 22 August 2010 by Sir Anthony Barrow. 7th Baronet of Ulverston and a direct descendent of Sir John Barrow. This followed major restoration work to the Monument.  The results have been truly impressive and there have been many visitors since.  The opening day was very successful, helped by excellent weather and culminating in a memorable firework display on top of Hoad Hill to round off the proceedings. 

An event to take place in the near future will be the granting of the Freedom of the Town to the Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment on Saturday 7 May.  The event will start in Ford Park at 11.30 a.m. with the Regiment, Colour Party and Band on parade. During the service and the ceremony, there will be a presentation to the Regiment of a Freedom Scroll.  The Regiment in turn will present the Town Council with a silver replica of a Salamanca Eagle, which will take pride of place in the Council Chamber.  On completion of the regiment being granted the Freedom of the Town, they will march through Ulverston with bayonets fixed, colours flying and band playing, with a salute at the Town Hall.  This will be followed by a reception in the Coronation Hall.
There have been a number of issues relating to the District Council during the past year.   It has been widely known that SLDC intended to cease responsibility and funding for the Tourist Information Centres in South Lakeland.  However, with Ulverston TIC situated in the Box Office in the Coronation Hall, negotiations resulted in an agreement to maintain an information service beyond the cut-off point of 31 March this year.

SLDC also intended to cease responsibility for a number of toilets in South Lakeland and if no bids had been received to take these over, they would have been closed after 31 March.  Ulverston Town Council decided to take over the cleaning and management of the Brogden Street toilets and this occurred on 1 April.

The past winter proved to be a testing time for the highway authority and the distribution of grit, particularly to the more outlying areas proved to be an issue.  The Town Council took the opportunity to receive additional amounts of grit which was delivered to the North Lonsdale depot in order that residents could help themselves to a supply for areas that needed it but were not readily covered by the highways department.  Inevitably, road surfaces suffered significantly with the extended period of ice and snow and this has become a national as well as a local problem in dealing with the huge number of potholes. With budget cuts across the board at County and District levels, this will be quite a challenge.  Some road improvement schemes have occurred and in Market Street, the setts are being re-laid to a good standard.
The Ulverston Community Partnership continues to work towards formulating realistic action plans and community-led plans in conjunction with the Business and Enterprise Group and the Marketing Committee.  A Shop Front Improvement Scheme has been established for Ulverston and application forms have been issued to various outlets.  Closing date is 1 May and information is available in the Town Clerk’s office and on the Town Council website.  There has also been a Press Release. Up to £500 will be granted for every successful application.  The Marketing Committee has been proactive and has launched a new visitor website: www.ulverstonfestivaltown.co.uk . Various leaflets have been produced and the Committee recently manned a stand at the Lakes Hospitality Show in Windermere with other partners in the town.  The Business Enterprise Group are looking at an “Invest in Ulverston” website and providing some funds for marketing workshops for retailers.

The Ulverston in Bloom Committee has also been very busy in many areas around the town and have engaged a number of volunteers in the community to help with floral displays, cleaning grot spots and generally improving and enhancing the appearance of the town.  The Committee are very grateful to various sponsors who have donated money towards projects.


The Allotments Committee are at present negotiating with United Utilities over the need for an important project at the Ellers allotment site between Lund Road and Morecambe Road.  The aim is to reduce the frequency and impact of the sewer network storm spills to Town Beck and the system converges in this area.  There is a need to replace the existing combined sewer overflow chamber on the Morecambe Road side of the allotment and also install a large retention holding tank (approximately 15 metres in diameter and 4 feet high).  There are implications for the orchard and a few allotments and compensation issues are being explored.  Work is expected to start in May 2012 and complete in May 2013.  United Utilities will need to obtain various planning permissions and also approval from the Secretary of State to carry out this work on statutory allotment land.
Exchange visits with our twinning town of Albert in France continues.  Ulverston Rangers Football Club are visiting Albert once again between 22-26 April after their successful visit last time.  An invitation is expected from Albert in the near future to the 95th Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme which will be commemorated in Albert on 1 July 2011.

The festivals in the town continue to be well supported and the Dickensian Festival in particular always attracts a large number of visitors to the town.  I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the volunteers who organise and run these festivals.  They work very hard and their efforts are much appreciated.

As well as normal council business, I have enjoyed a buy year with civic and ceremonial duties.  These have included Civic Sunday, Carnival Day, the Charter Festival, the Mayor’s Charity Supper Evenings, The Lantern Procession, Remembrance Day Service, Dickensian Festival and Carols at the Coro.  I have also been much involved with visits to a number of local organisations.

Finally, I thank you for the opportunity of being Town Mayor over the past year and for all the support I have been given throughout the community.  I wish Pat Jones a very happy and successful year as Town Mayor when she takes over on 9 May.

Councillor Phil Lister
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